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Goodbye Snow and HELLO SUMMER!

Now with several periods of warm and Here are some examples of possible
humid conditions under our belt, the watches and warnings that the Na-
snowy winter may seem like a distanttional Weather Service issues during
memory for Hoosiers. Thanks to all the the warm season and what type of
Indiana CoCoRaHS observers who bravedweather can be reported through Co-

the cold weather and recorded snowfall, CoRaHS in each situation beyond the

snow depth, and snow water equivalentregular 24hr precipitation amount:
reports besides the usual precipitation

amounts! Your observations were quite Flash Flood Watch or Warning -
valuable during the season, especially durHeavy rainfall may be occurring ang

ing the rounds of winter storms.
precipitation to fall in a short period of

Overall the past time.

winter was the
25th  coldest
and 23rd driest
in the past 115
years of state-
wide records. It could have been much
worse as Indiana barely escaped som

massive winter storms that swirled
Severe Thunderstorm Watch or

around us. Our temperatures did Warni St ble of prod
bounce above and below freezing often. arning - torms capable of produc:

this winter producing wintry mixes and ) bl @ GEmERing) Wnis ey 3

What to report? A Significant

Weather Report including the
amount of precipitation and the
amount of time the rainfall occurred.
Any degree of flooding can also be

ec,ubmitted.

causing a relatively high amount of

Inside this issue:

Goodbye Snow and Pg 1
HELLO SUMMER!

Highlighted Event: Pg 2

April 5 Hail Storms
iKenés Que Py 2

Who Uses Your Pg 3

Report Data?

Observer of the Pg 3

Season

More Observers Pg 4

Needed

Coming Soon to Pg 4

Hoosier CoCoRaHS

Record Reports frompg 4

Last Winter
e

freezing rain that frequently challenged©ccurring or about to occur.

drivers on Indiana roads. Heavy snow fell _

all across the state in late winter in Whattoreport? AHail Report can
northwest Indiana where big snows are P& submitted if you have a hail pag

expected as well as in southeast IndianQUtside or can measure an actual ha
~ stone after the storm has passed and i
where they arendot !

is safe to go outside. Heavy rainfall o
flooding may also occur, which can be
With Old Man Winter behind us, the reported via the Significant
warm season brings new observing chalyn/eather Report.

lenges. Instead of snow storms and ice,

severe thunderstorms and heavy rainfallRemember also that when you leavs
become the main weather concerns. Sofor vacation, any precipitation in your
what should you watch out for and what gauge when you return can still be
types of observations are helpful duringsubmitted as a/ulti-Day Accumu-

the warm season? lation Report!
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Highlighted Event: April 5 Hail Storms

On the evening of April 5, 2010 severe thunder- There was even 3.0 inch hail reported in Gosport,
storms developed across central Indiana and prod Né t hat 6s bigger t han
duced some whopper hail stones! CoRaHS hail reports were among the official re

. ports issued by the National Weather Service as
Local Storm Reports (LSRs)! At the office we
were monitoring the CoCoRaHS website for your
reports, which included the following largest 4

reports:

fat)

2 . 0 0-MG-14| Morgan County, 6:30 PM

2. 0 0-OW-6,/OMen County, 6:30 PM

Re_ports upwards of .2.5 to 3.0 mches.were re-1 0-61S4, Hehtricks County, 5:30 PM
ceived and several pictures were sent via email to

the National Weather Service in Indianapolis, in-1 . 0 0-@W-13| Ldwrence County
cluding the one below with large hail next to a

pear!

Hail reports such as these are extremely helpful
to forecasters who need verification that a thun
derstorm on radar is severe or not and if they are
trying to get a better idea about the storm char:
acteristics. Please be careful whenever recording
hail stone sizes! Stay in a safe sheltered location
until the storm has passed. Check out the Cao
CoRaHS website for instructions on how to make

your own hail pad for taking measurements!

Kends Question Korner

The brains behind Indiana CoCoRaHS, Kguestion: What is the difference between an NWS

Scheeringa of the Indiana State Climate OfficS§erative weather station and a CoCoRaHS station?
Purdue, will answer your tough questions. Submit

a question to Ken etcorahs@purdue.edu

Answer: The cooperative weat hempodstiaotri srhomet)wadrsk|f(aa
CoRaHS network, starting way back in the late 1800s. There are far few@pcstations than Co-
CoRaHS stations in Indiana (about 150 vs. about 1330) with the purpose of monitoring local climate over
the long haul across decades and centuries. Besides daily precipitation, maoy walunteers record
daily high and low temperature, snowfall, and in some cases data such as river stages and soil tempere
tures. Unlike CoCoRaHS, eop observers are visited at least once annually by the NWS to insure|in-

struments remain installed properly and that data are being collected and submitted accurately according
to NWS standards. Ceap observers submit data daily to the NWS via the WxCoder program, and sub-

mit a monthly copy to the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC). NCDC edits and publishes abjpco
data nationally to become part of the official national climate record. These records are useful to many

users such as engineers, researchers, and attorneys who present the data in court cases.
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Who Uses Your Report Data?

A better question migh't "BECHAT dJeHUHEP use

data, because the information from the CoCoRaHS Recreation  Public utilities
program touches most of us in some way every Forensics e Transportation
day. e Research e Manufacturing

. e« Waterresources and o Natural hazards
Most of us understand the importance of precipita- management designers

tion data to the meteorological community and : Agriculture
) ; ) __» Engineers « Drought mitigation
know that the program is rapidly becoming an |nte.- Consultants 9 9
gral part of weather and hydrological predictions. _ ' °  CehilnEEn
The information actually goes well beyond these c;ns ruction e Financial
Industry

real time operational uses. Even though Co-
CoRaHS reports are not official climatological daté&o rest assured that in some way the data creat
they are still archived and can be looked back ohy you, the CoCoRaHS observer, has an impact
for research and all kinds of practical applicationsur social, economical and political endeavor
The following is a list of some of the uses of youlvour efforts are a great benefit to us all eve
data... Can you think of others? though we do it just because we like it and it is fur

Observer of the Season

An observer who provided consistently good ob- had stayed clear of the rain gage for the past cou

ed

y oul

ple of

servations and reports during the winter months years, however, this year they decided that it was just
was chosen to be f eat ugogabd agsrch bverlmoking@heishenting e@amairg iy
the Seasond and was as baldyard, ovesist. dtlseemstheyewenre haging tacshaee
tions. The observer at station MLP-36 did such their bounty with several nesting Starlings in that area.
and didnot mi ss one dargoth pitks tapedmrerinthi apag disduaded thegn framh
months of January and February. This observelightening their takeoff load on their attacks into the
provided the following responses when inter-r ai n gage. 0
viewed:

e« What do you like or find most rewarding
« What grabbed your interest in the pro- about the program?

gram?
-0l't gives me a positive I

ol was trained as an /iedse time everyemomiogm Reiirement doad theekmd
server in the early 60s and felt this program provided t hi ng t o you i f you| do
a good service to the tocnounemuonni.tdy O . I n other w
good ol d patriotic service. 6

e How does observing and reporting im-
e What was t he weirdestpactyourday? youdve

found in or near the gauge?

oThe early start, with so
oBlI RDS! I have a f amistarywritmgin aRansistently goddmaad. | writesfictions
year and raises a new family in the front yard. Teeyer y morni ng as a form o
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Counting Drops In 0(d_er to get a good sample of e Adams . Parke.
The Indiana precipitation reports across the en- e Benton * Pulaski
CoCoRaHS Newsletter tire state of Indiana, CoCoRaHS is ¢ Clinton * Randolph
in need of more observers to im- e Delaware * Scott
E-mail: SOISTAIE prove coverage across the counties e Franklin ® Spencer
_ Whmeor. | Jisted to the right and others with o Greene * Switzerland
S SCTEELIE -/,J low station density in the maps be- e Jackson ® Tipton
cocorahs@purdue.edu e’ © . _ _
low. If you know of any family or e Jennings ® Union
friends that live in these areas and e Knox e Vermillion
Adam Baker may be interested in joining the Co- ¢ Madison * Vigo
Adam.Baker@noaa.gov CoRaHS team, then please contacte Miami e Wabash
one of the coordinators! LIS
CO COR a H S CoCoRaHS CoCoRaH$

Active Stations Station Density (2010)
(2010)

Because Every Drop Count.

www.cocorahs.org

Thanks to Ken Scheeringa, Ed
Terrell, Souleymane Fall, Dgv
Niyogi, and Sara Weisser for

Density

- . I ‘/ o
newsletter contributions! PR

Coming Soon to Hoosier Record Reports from Last
CoCoRaHSsS... winter
This is an exciting time for Indi- Here are the seasonal record reports across Indiana

e

several new projects underway 2010):

involving some innovative ide :

from some of your coordina- 2 Greatest 24-hr new snow accumulation:

tors. We plan to create a sepa- - _ 1 3. 0-BK-50 6ni¥eb. 6, 2010 (Lake County, IN)
rate webpage with additional information on
project updates, training opportunities, and howsreatest depth of total snow and ice on ground:
your valuable observation reports are being 2 4 . 0-HR15 dnNan. 9, 2010 (La Porte County, IN)
used. We are also planning other interactive
ways to view the report data! As always, wesreatest 24-hr total precipitation (rain, melted
welcome your ideas on where you would likesnow, and melted ice):

the program to go! Please send us any thoughtsl . 7 7-3S16 oh Mar. 14, 2010 (Jasper County, IN
or ideas of ways to improve the Indiana Cc

CoRaHS program!

ana CoCoRaHS! There are’~Z n from last Winter (Dec. 21, 2009 through March 2(




